In my previous contributions to this column, I addressed developments in undergraduate and graduate teaching of oceanography. Today I want to continue the sequence and focus on the transition from university studies to a career as a research scientist.
Learning is a lifelong process, but it's form changes as we move from being educated to becoming educators and researchers ourselves. There comes a point in the process when we have gained reasonable insight into the state of our branch of science. We have read the key papers and know the names of their authors. Hopefully we attended a conference or two and had an opportunity to listen to presentations from experienced researchers on their latest work.
It is at that stage of our education that some of us, who envisage research in an academic environment closely linked with a future teaching career, would like to learn directly from those considered experts in their fi elds. Graduate summer schools are set up for this purpose. As an intensive form for learning in a collegial and informal atmosphere, summer school programs often have a formative impact on the careers of participating students. Brix et al. (2003) 
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